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Arslan et al. [1] recently reported the well-documented case of  a 14-year-old male patient affected 

by immunoglobulin A-associated vasculitis (formerly known as Henoch-Schönlein  syndrome) with 

moderate hypertension, whose course was complicated by posterior reversible encephalopathy syn- 

drome. The authors identified no more than seven further published cases of posterior reversible 

encephalopathy syndrome complicating immunoglobulin A vasculitis [1]. We performed a detailed 

review of the literature [2–6] and found a total of 22 rather well-documented cases (11 females and 

11 males) published between 1990 and 2017. Patients' age ranged from 5 to 38 years (median age 8 

years; 2 patients aged ≥19 years). Blood pressure was normal or moderately elevated in 13 (59%) 

and severely elevated in the remaining 9 (41%) cases, pointing out that, in immunoglobulin A 

vasculitis, posterior reversible encephalopathy syndrome may result from cerebral vasculitis, from 

severe rapid increase in blood pressure or both. 

 

References  

[1] Arslan H, Yavuz A, Arslan A, Aycan A. Posterior reversible 35 encephalopathy syndrome in IgA vasculitis: neuroimaging of 36 a 14-year-old child. Neurol 

Neurochir Pol 2018;52(1):107–11. 37  

[2] Lava SAG, Peeters GG, Bianchetti MG, Goeggel Simonetti B, 38 Simonetti GD, Milani GP. Posterior reversible 39 encephalopathy syndrome in Henoch-

Schönlein purpura. 40 Rheumatol Int 2017;37(3):461–3. 41  
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