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ABSTRACTS IN ENGLISH

R. Baudin: Normative Criticism and Novel Reading in mid-18th Century Russia
The Author attempts to prove that Russian classicists like Lomonosov, and especially 
Sumarokov and Kheraskov, rejected the new genre of the novel in the 1750s -1760s not 
only because of its thematic content (the unreasonable representation of love), but 
also because of the new reading practices it introduced in Russia. Focusing on three 
theoretical texts dealing with the novel, Lomonosov’s Rhetorics, Sumarokov’s Letters on 
Novels and Kheraskov’s On Novel reading, the article shows that they were all concerned 
with the threat that the new genre represented for reading practices developed in Rus-
sia before the 1750s according to classicist aesthetics and ethics. By programming indi-
vidual, lonely modes of reading, the novel withdrew the reader from the environment 
of social control set up by classicism. By providing the reader with an independent “en-
cyclopedia” and releasing him from the obligation to master speci6c cultural codes, 
the novel freed the reader from having to acquire speci6c skills and introduced the 
new type of the naive and uneducated reader, opposed to the ideal reader of classicism. 
The 6nal objection of classicist critics to the new reading practices generated by the 
novel was that it o:ered a mode of reading based on the pursuit of pleasure and lei-
sure rather than knowledge and duty: this, they feared, would promote a new kind of 
asocial individual, at odds with the modern ideal of the Russian nobleman, of sel5ess 
dedication to the building of the new Russia imagined by Peter the Great.

L. Rossi: Books and Reading in the Autobiographical Prose of Eighteenth and Nineteenth 
Centuries Russian Writers: a Tentative Analysis
The aim of the essay is to de6ne the role of reading in the narratives about childhood 
of a number of famous and less famous Russian writers. Recurring topics, such as 
“the 6rst book,” the possibility of cultural succession, the beginning of a vocation 
are dealt with in some detail. This paper also highlights the peculiarities of the Rus-
sian reading culture, as compared to those of Western European culture. Special 
attention is dedicated to the identi6cation of the cited books, editions and sources 
of translations. 
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