
Call for Papers 

Special Issue on "Innovation and Strategic Autonomy for Competitiveness" 

Guest Editor: Prof. Dr. Michele Cincera – TIMES², Solvay Brussels School of Economics and 
Management, Université libre de Bruxelles 

  

Editorial team:  

Prof. Dr. Hanna Hottenrott – Technical University of Munich (TUM) and Leibniz Centre for 
European Economic Research (ZEW), Germany 

Prof. Dr. Helena Lenihan – Department of Economics, Kemmy Business School, University of 
Limerick, Ireland 

Dr. Pietro Moncada Paterno Castello – JRC Seville, European Commission, Spain 

Dr. Francesco Rentocchini – JRC Seville, European Commission, Spain and DEMM and DEMM, 
University of Milan, Italy 

  

Background and Objectives: 

The global economy is witnessing a rapid shist driven by technological innovation, digitalization, 
and sustainability transitions. In this context, strategic autonomy has emerged as a critical goal 
for nations and regions seeking to secure their technological and economic independence. This 
special issue aims to explore the complex relationship between industrial innovation and 
strategic autonomy, focusing on how policy instruments, digital and green technologies, supply 
chains, and venture capital are shaping the future competitiveness of firms and economies. 

  

This special issue will build upon recent research in the fields of innovation studies, industrial 
policy, and technological sovereignty (Ambos et al., 2021; Bontadini et al., 2024; Edler et al., 
2023). The objective is to foster a multidisciplinary dialogue that connects innovation, policy, 
economic and management studies, contributing to the understanding of how countries, regions 
and firms can navigate the challenges and opportunities posed by strategic autonomy. 

  

Suggested Topics: 

We welcome contributions that address, but are not limited to, the following topics: 

  



1. Innovation for Strategic autonomy in Supply Chains: 
 How can supply chain strategies be designed to foster strategic autonomy? 

What role do innovation and technological development play in mitigating 
vulnerabilities in critical supply chains? (e.g., Fischer et al., 2024) 
 

2. Digital and Green Technologies for Strategic Autonomy and Competitiveness: 
 How do the integration of digital and green technologies drive the transition toward 

strategic autonomy in high-growth sectors? 
What are the financial, industrial, and social implications of this convergence for 
achieving competitive sustainability? (e.g., Montresor & Vezzani, 2023; Muench et al., 
2022) 
 

3. Policy Instruments Supporting Strategic autonomy: 
 How effective are R&D grants, tax incentives, and collaborative initiatives in promoting 

industrial innovation aligned with strategic autonomy objectives? 
What lessons can be learned from regional and national policies that have successfully 
stimulated innovation in critical technologies? (e.g., Criscuolo et al., 2019; Rodrik, 2004) 
 

4. Financing of Deep-tech Innovation for Strategic Autonomy: 
 How does venture capital influence the development of deep-tech innovations crucial 

for strategic autonomy? 
 What strategies can be adopted to enhance the role of venture capital in fostering 

regional technological sovereignty and self-reliance? (e.g., Lerner & Nanda, 2020; 
Romasanta et al., 2022) 
 

5. Industrial Innovation and Technological Sovereignty: 
 How do global value chains and regional specialization impact the development of 

technologies critical for strategic autonomy? 
 What frameworks can guide the balance between global integration and national or 

regional technological sovereignty? (e.g., Cattani et al., 2023; Ito et al., 2023) 
 

6. Management Practices for Strategic Autonomy: 
 How do firms navigate the digital and green transitions to achieve strategic autonomy? 
 What are the best practices in managing innovation, knowledge transfer, and talent to 

support strategic autonomy at the firm and regional levels? (e.g., Ambos et al., 2021) 

  

Submission Guidelines: 



Authors interested in contributing to this special issue are invited to submit a 2–3-page extended 
abstract by 30 June 2025. The extended abstract should include: 

 A clear statement of the research question(s). 
 The importance of the research to the fields of innovation, strategic autonomy, 

innovation and economic development. 
 A brief overview of the methodology and data to be used. 
 Expected contributions to the understanding of innovation and strategic autonomy. 

Selected authors will be invited to submit full manuscripts by 1 May 2026. 

  

Key Dates: 

30 June 2025: Extended abstract submission deadline 

31 August 2025: Notification decision about extended abstract submission 

1 February 2026: Full manuscript submission deadline 

1 July 2026: Peer review feedback 

1 October 2026: Final manuscript submission deadline 

1 December 2026: Final editorial decisions 

  

Review Process: 

All submissions will undergo a rigorous double-blind peer review process. We seek high-quality, 
original research that significantly contributes to the discourse on how innovation practices, 
policies, and management strategies can support strategic autonomy and ultimately 
competitiveness for firms, regions and national economies. 
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