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Foreword

Since the publication in 2011 of the ICRP recommendations 1) for a reduction of the equivalent dose limit for the lens of the eyes 

for workers, IRPA has organised three surveys addressed to the IRPA Associations (AS) to collate the practitioners’ experiences and 

concerns in the implementation of the ICRP recommendations. The surveys were launched in 2012, 2015 and 2018.2–6) 

The documents reporting the results of the surveys and the IRPA guidance on implementation of eye dose monitoring and eye 

protection of workers, are all available in the IRPA web site (https://irpa.net) at the page dedicated to the topic lens of the eye. The 

evolution of the answers illustrates the progress in the implementation of the new limit.

Africa, North and South America, Asia/Australia, and Europe. 

The questionnaires were based on a number of questions concerning the different areas of practice, over principal topics, as: 

the revised limits. Moreover, in the second and third survey an additional topic was included regarding legislative processes 

activated or considered to be, in relation to the new limit, and the attention is addressed also to the wider issue of tissue reactions 

with attention to circulatory diseases, because of the higher incidence of injuries occurring at lower doses than reported previously. 

for more understanding about the relationship between exposure of the lens of the eye and cataract formation, and further guidance 

for collation of doses. 

It emerged that the drastic reduction in the dose limit needs due time to be implemented and applied, since it will deeply change 

some previously consolidated operating procedures, but nevertheless the community is gradually progressing along the path 

towards the implementation. Moreover, the application of the new limit will generate additional costs, and it is recognised that the 
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The third survey shows that the introduction of the annual dose limit of 20 mSv for the eye is well underway in most countries, 

although not all countries intend to adopt this limit in the near future. 

training and education are essential for an appropriate use of protections and for raising awareness. Moreover, as already evident 

with the second survey, it is clear that data and information about risk have to be given to patients in case of procedures with 

potentially high dose to the eyes. 
nd and 

3rd survey,5, 6)

effects.

The three surveys aimed to promote a wide exchange of experiences at an international level, on the impact of the change in 

dose limit for the lens of the eye and its implementation with regard to occupational exposure. To that end efforts were made to 

obtain as large a participation from the RP community worldwide as possible, to determine views and actions taken since the 2011 

ICRP recommendation for revision of the limit.

to create a profoundly different picture with every aspect resolved.
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