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Dedicated to Professor Franco Cozzi on the occasion of his 70th birthday.

Franco Cozzi, full professor of organic chemistry since 1994 at
Università degli Studi di Milano, Dipartimento di Chimica, has
distinguished himself as a passionate scholar and researcher of
international standing, but also as an enthusiastic, competent
teacher, a reference figure for all his students. Over the years,
Franco Cozzi has continuously taught various courses, both
basic and advanced, always showing the extraordinary ability to
explain complex topics with simplicity and extreme clarity.
Supervisor of dozens of bachelor, master, and doctoral students,
his competence and scientific rigor have contributed to the
education of generations of chemists at all levels of curriculum
development.

As for his scientific activity, Franco Cozzi is considered a
leading figure in the international scene of organic stereo-
chemistry. After spending two years (1978–79) as a research
fellow at Princeton University, Department of Chemistry,[1] in
the group of Prof. Kurt Mislow, one of the founding fathers of
modern stereochemistry, Franco Cozzi continued to study the
theoretical and applicative aspects of this discipline. He has
often been invited to lecture on this subject at many Italian and
foreign universities and has held several research contracts with
national and multinational chemical and pharmaceutical com-
panies. For his work in the development of new synthetic
stereoselective methodologies,[2] in 2007 he received the Prize
for research of the Organic Chemistry Division of the Italian
Chemical Society. In collaboration with prestigious foreign
colleagues, Franco Cozzi has studied with great passion the
elucidation of the nature of non-bonded interactions between
aromatic systems, and of aromatic rings with anions and
cations.[3] In recognition of such cutting-edge research in the
field of Physical Organic Chemistry, he was awarded in 2011 the
Angelo Mangini Gold Medal of the Italian Chemical Society. His
research work has resulted in the publication of over 170 ar-
ticles in international journals, various book chapters, and in
more than 50 lectures at national and international conferences.

Franco Cozzi has never lacked commitment in the scientific
community: he was the national representative in the Interna-
tional Union of Pure and Applied Chemistry (1993–2007),
director of the “A. Corbella” Summer School of Gargnano of the
Organic Division of the Italian Chemical Society (1997–2000),

member of the PE5 Panel (Chemistry and Materials) of
evaluators for the Starting Grants of the European Research
Council (2009–2016). He has also been the Coordinator of the
Doctorate School in Chemistry, member of the Academic
Senate and of the Board of Directors of Milan University, where
he is now an Emeritus Professor.

Among friends, Franco is often called with a nickname “lo
zio”, the uncle. This corresponds to a number of meanings
regarding Franco’s personality: someone with a good sense of
humor, someone you can rely on, someone you can trust,
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After completing his PhD with. M. Cinquini
and F. Cozzi, in 1995 Maurizio Benaglia joined
for two years Prof. J. S. Siegel group at UCSD
(USA); then he moved back to the University
of Milan, where in 2015 he was appointed as
Full Professor of Organic Chemistry. In 2000
he was awarded the Ciamician medal and in
2019 the Piero Pino gold medal of the Italian
Chemical Society. His research activities focus
on the development of novel synthetic
methodologies, design of new chiral organo-
catalysts, application of continuous flow tech-
nologies to stereoselective transformations,
light-driven and electrochemical organic reac-
tions, synthesis of pharmaceutical products,
taking advantage also of 3D-printing technol-
ogies and alternative reaction media.

Cesare Gennari graduated in Chemistry cum
laude at the University of Milan in 1975. After
becoming an assistant professor at the same
University in the group of Prof. Carlo Scolasti-
co (1978), he joined Prof. Clark Still’s group at
Columbia University (NY) as a research asso-
ciate (1982–1983). In 1985 he became an
associate professor and in 1994 a full profes-
sor of organic chemistry at the University of
Milan. His awards include a NATO senior
fellowship (1985), the Federchimica prize
(1993), the Ziegler-Natta award and lecture
(German & Italian Chemical Societies, 1997),
the Ciamician medal (1986), the “Prize for
research in synthetic organic chemistry”
(2006), the Quilico (2013) and the Piria (2017)
gold medals of the Italian Chemical Society.
He is currently a member of the International
Advisory Board of EurJOC and a Chemistry
Europe Fellow. His present research interests
include the synthesis and biomedical applica-
tions of tumor-targeted drug conjugates, and
the development of catalytic stereoselective
methods in organic synthesis.
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someone who is always available for helping you. The key to his
Emeritus office, hung on the wall of the Chemistry Department
corridor, has the simple tag “Zio”, to summarize the informal
and friendly way he is perceived by students and colleagues. I
(Cesare Gennari) was with Franco during the Italian army
mandatory service in 1976, and at that time we were building
pontoon bridges across the Po river…. Franco is still building
bridges now, between science and society and between
generations.
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