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With the loss of Dr. Giovanni Serafini, MD on March 4,
2020, the Italian and international medical community has
lost one of its greatest masters.

Giovanni Serafini graduated with honors in Medicine and
Surgery from the University of Genoa, Italy in 1978 and
specialized with honors in Radiology at the same Univer-
sity in 1981. He joined the Radiology Unit of the S. Paolo
Civil Hospital of Savona in 1979, under the direction of
Professor De Albertis. In 1995, he moved to the Radiol-
ogy Unit of the S. Corona Hospital, Pietra Ligure, Italy,
where he became Director in 1998 up to 2016, the year of
his retirement. He has been adjunct professor of Urogenital
Radiology at the School of Specialization in Radiology of
the Faculty of Medicine of the University of Genoa since
2000 and for Radiology and related tutorial activities at the
Faculty of Medicine and Surgery of the University of Genoa
since 2004. He has been a member of the Board of Directors
of the Urogenital Radiology section of the Italian Society
of Medical Radiology and has published over 75 scientific
articles in indexed journals (Fig. 1).

Endowed with an uncommon curiosity and intelligence,
Giovanni Serafini started his activity in the field of ultra-
sonography, when this imaging method was in its very early
days and had just been introduced in the local radiologi-
cal community [1]. From these first steps, he immediately
became a Master in ultrasonography of all body districts,
devoting himself with exceptional interest to urogenital
pathology and interventional ultrasound. He also dedicated
himself to areas of ultrasonography that over time have
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become the prerogative of other medical specialties, such
as ocular [2—4] and obstetric ultrasound.

First in the world, in the mid-1990s, Giovanni Serafini
developed the technique of ultrasound-guided percutaneous
irrigation of calcific tendinopathy of the shoulder using two
needles, modifying the fluoroscopic approach described in
1978 and opening the way to the treatment of such a wide-
spread and painful pathology especially in young women
[5-10]. This idea led him to be known in Italy and world-
wide as the leading expert on the topic, with the publication
of three papers in the journal Radiology [11-13], others in
many international journals [5-10] and a press conference
in 2007 during the Annual Congress of the Radiological
Society of North America (RSNA).

Giovanni Serafini has lectured at countless national and
international conferences, sharing with colleagues also from
other specialties his boundless knowledge in the ultrasound
field. In addition, he has been the mentor of hundreds of
radiology and non-radiology residents who have always
struggled to get the possibility of attending his department
in Pietra Ligure. For them, Giovanni Serafini lavished an
untiring and irrepressible energy, at all hours of the day (and
night!), well beyond the tasks required by his university
duties. Even older colleagues, coming from all over Italy,
crowded into his clinic in search of advice and tricks, of
which he was always prodigal.

Today, the Italian and international radiological and ultra-
sound communities have lost their indomitable and volcanic
master. Our work will suffer from an enormous void, which
has been filled until today by an exceptional master, a guide,
a friend. It will now be our responsibility to ensure that the
outstanding scientific and cultural heritage left by Giovanni
Serafini continues to grow, give fruit, and be spread, as he
loved to do. We will miss him immensely, but we will keep
in our hearts all his teachings, which have been of life even
before radiology.
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Fig. 1 Dr. Giovanni Serafini, MD, 1952-2020

He leaves his wife, Dr. Nicoletta Gandolfo, MD, radi-
ologist and great friend, and three children. Together with
them, his many fellows will keep the wonderful memory of
Giovanni Serafini very high.
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