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synergy to reduce feather pecking in laying hens 
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Abbreviated Title

Summary  

The COST Action GroupHouseNet focuses on the reduction of damaging 

behaviour in laying hens and pigs, benefiting from the fact that there are many 

similarities in causation and solutions for feather pecking and tail biting. The 

research in the network focuses on three main topics, addressed by the three 

working groups: 
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Figure 1. Schematic overview of the three interconnected working groups of 

GroupHouseNet, aiming to reduce damaging behaviour by investigating 1) 

the role of genetics and breeding, 2) the role of development and 3) the 

relationship with health.  
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Effects of development on feather pecking 



 

45 

Relationship between feather pecking and health 

Conclusion 
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