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A national database and a local surveillance service are powerful instrumenits for monitoring the
animal inherited diseases in a country. The Increased use of genetic tests and the closer attention
on aeverything is “genetic”, makes it important a systematic and consistent collection of phenotypes
and blological samples both for the service/counselling to the breeders/owners/veterinarians and
for the research. In the last decade a positive interaction between scientists {University of Milan
and Perugia), a service lab (\Vetogene), the Italian Canine and Feline Biobank, many veterinary
specialists (the Osservatorio Italiane HCM Felina) and the breeder associations and fancy clubs,
was successfully established!. Blood and DMA samples of more than 30,500 dogs and 4,200 cats
were collected in the Biobank, the great majority tested for the mest important genetic diseases or
for genetic profiling. Out of these cats, 1,272 were enrolled in the Osservatorio: 737 Maine Coons,
126 Norwegian Forest cats, 119 Siberians, 86 Ragdolls, 58 Sphynixes, 38 BritishSHs, 38 Birmans,
16 Bengals, 34 random bred cats and, with less than 10 cats each breed, Persians, ExoticSHs,
Turkish vans, Scottish Folds, Chartreuxes, Devon Rexes, AmericaSHs. Their detailed clinical data
were recorded. In the seven most represented breeds, HCM (grouping mild, moderate and severe
cases) showed an average % of clinical positiveness of 5.14% (st.dev 1.76) ranging from 2.6% in
the BritishSHs to 7.89 in the Birmans. Affected random bred, Bengal and Persian cats were also
recorded. The Osservatorio’s model is now expanding to some deg breeds. More data are provided
on the diseases epidemiology, a prospection on the follow-up of the enrolled animals and on the
next step aiined to connect this local model te the European and world network.

1 Longerl M, Farrari P, Knafelz P, Mezzelani A, Marabotti A, Milanesi L, Pertica G, Polli M, Brambilla PG, Kittleson M,
Lyons LA, Pordello F {2013) Myosin-binding proteln C DNA varlants in domestic cats (A31R A74T, REZOW) and their
assoclation with hypertrophic cardiomyopathy. Joumal of Veterinary Intemal Medidne, 27: 275- 285.
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Associazione Nazionale Felina Italiana (ANFI), Associazioni Feline Federate (AFeF), the Maine Coon Club, the Norwegian Forest cat breeders, the Associazione Italiana Amatori Gatto Sacro di
Birmania (AGaBI) and all the Italian breeders. '

Mr# Paolo Valiati and Mrs. Caterina Scilini (UNIMI), Enrico Moretti DVM, Alessandra Gessi PhD, Diana Chempis DVM and Mr. Amedeo Picéhi (Vetogene), |
Amedeo Pini DVM, Diana Lenoci DVM and all the Veterinarians collaborating with the Osservatorio.
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