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Quantum quench for inhomogeneous states in the nonlocal Luttinger model
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In the Luttinger model with nonlocal interaction we investigate, by exact analytical methods, the time evolution
of an inhomogeneous state with a localized fermion added to the noninteracting ground state. In the absence of
interaction the averaged density has two peaks moving in opposite directions with constant velocities. If the state
is evolved with the interacting Hamiltonian, two main effects appear. The first is that the peaks have velocities
which are not constant but vary between a minimal and maximal value. The second is that a dynamical “Landau
quasiparticle weight” appears in the oscillating part of the averaged density, asymptotically vanishing with time,
as a consequence of the fact that fermions are not excitations of the interacting Hamiltonian.

DOI: 10.1103/PhysRevB.91.085123

I. INTRODUCTION

Recent experiments on cold atoms [1] have motivated
increasing interest in the dynamical properties of many-body
quantum systems which are closed and isolated from any
reservoir or environment [2]. Nonequilibrium properties can
be investigated by quantum quenches, in which the system is
prepared in a state and its subsequent time evolution driven by a
many-body Hamiltonian is observed. As the resulting dynami-
cal behavior is the cumulative effect of the interactions between
an infinite or very large number of particles, the computation
of local observables averaged over time-evolved states poses
typically great analytical difficulties; therefore, apart for some
analysis in two dimensions [3,4], the problem is mainly studied
in one dimension [5-29]. A major difference with respect to the
equilibrium case relies on the fact that in such a case a form
of universality holds, ensuring that a number of properties
are essentially insensitive to the model details; for instance,
a large class of one-dimensional systems, named Luttinger
liquids [30], have similar equilibrium properties irrespective
of the exact form of the Hamiltonian, and this fact can even
be proven rigorously under certain hypotheses using construc-
tive Renormalization Group methods [31]. Universality and
independence from the details also explain why even crude
approximations are able to capture the essential physics of
such systems. At nonequilibrium the behavior depends instead
on model details; for instance, integrability in spin chains
dramatically affects the nonequilibrium behavior [13,32,33],
while it does not alter the 7 = 0 equilibrium properties [34].
This extreme sensitivity to details or approximations requires a
certain number of analytically exact results at nonequilibrium
to provide a benchmark for experiments or approximate
computations.

One of the interacting fermionic systems where nonequi-
librium properties can be investigated is the Luttinger model,
which provides a great deal of information in the equilibrium
case. In this model the quadratic dispersion relation of
nonrelativistic fermions is replaced with a linear dispersion
relation, with the idea that the properties are mainly determined
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by the states close to the Fermi points, where the energy is
essentially linear; a Dirac sea is introduced, filling all the
states with negative energy. It is important to stress that there
exist two versions of this model, the local Luttinger model
(LLM) and the nonlocal Luttinger model (NLLM); in the
former a local §-like interaction is present, while in the latter
the interaction is short ranged but nonlocal. The finite range
of the interaction plays the role of an ultraviolet cutoff. At
equilibrium two such models are often confused as they have
similar behavior due to the above-mentioned insensitivity to
model details; there is, however, no reason to expect that
this is also true at nonequilibrium. It should be also stressed
that the LLM is plagued by ultraviolet divergences typical
of a Quantum Field Theory, and an ad hoc regularization is
necessary to get physical predictions; the short time or distance
behavior depends on the chosen regularization.

The quantum quench of homogeneous states in the LLM
was derived in [9,10], and that in the NLLM was derived
in [19,20]; the effects of other ultraviolet cutoffs on the
dynamics, like a lattice, after a quench have also been discussed
[21,22,29]. Regarding the quantum quench of inhomogeneous
states, in [ 15] the dynamical evolution in the LLM of a domain-
wall state was considered as an approximate description for
the analogous problem in the spin-X X Z spin chain. It was
found in [15] that the evolution in the free or interacting case
is the same up to a finite renormalization of the parameters;
in particular, the front evolves with a constant velocity.
Nonconstant velocities appear, from numerical simulations,
in more realistic models like the X X Z chain [13,23,29].

In this paper we consider the evolution of inhomogeneous
states in the NLLM, using exact analytical methods in the
infinite-volume limit. In particular, we consider the state
obtained by adding a particle to the noninteracting ground state
or the vacuum. In the absence of interaction the particle moves
in a ballistic motion with a constant velocity, showing a “light-
cone” dynamics [13,35,36]. In the presence of interaction,
the dynamics is still ballistic (in agreement with the fact that
the conductivity computed via the Kubo formula is diverging
[13,32-34]), but the evolution is not simply the free one with a
renormalized velocity; on the contrary, the evolution is driven
by velocities which are nonconstant and energy dependent.
Moreover, the interaction produces a dynamical “Landau
quasiparticle weight” in the oscillating part, asymptotically
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vanishing with time; no vanishing weight is present in the
nonoscillating part. Note also that the expressions we get do
not require any ultraviolet regularization and also correctly
capture the short-time dynamics.

The plan of this paper is as follows. We introduce the NLLM
in Sec. II, and we derive by this method the ground-state two-
point function and the average over a homogeneous quenched
state. Section III contains our main result, namely, the time
evolution of an inhomogeneous state. In the appendices the
analytical derivation of our results is exposed.

II. THE NONLOCAL LUTTINGER MODEL

The nonlocal Luttinger model (NLLM) Hamiltonian is

L)2
H:/ dxi(:wzlaxw)zlz—:

L2

j,zaxwx_,z:)

L
3
+A/ dxdyv(x — y):w;fl SRR

L
2

W;zw;z:s (D

where ‘/ffw = \LfL Dk g e 0K g =12,k = Z”T”, with
n € N, are fermionic creation or annihilation operators and ::
denotes Wick ordering.

In the NLLM the potentials v(x — y) must verify conditions
which are more easily expressed in terms of the Fourier
transform; that is, one requires 0(p) to be even, such that
d(p) and 39(p) are continuous and decay faster than p~' for
large p. The potential v(x — y) is therefore nonlocal and short
ranged; it can be, for instance, quartic (i.e., [1 + (x — y)*]™"),
Gaussian, or Schwartz class. The main difference from the
LLM is in the choice of the potential. In the LLM v(x — y) =
8(x — y); that is, the Fourier transform does not decay for
large momenta, and this produces ultraviolet divergences,
resulting in the expectations being expressed in terms of
ill-defined integrals. This is, at first sight, surprising as
ultraviolet divergences are usually not present in many-body
problems. They are forbidden by the presence of the lattice
or nonlinear dispersion relations, and this has the effect that
there is essentially no difference between local and short-range
interactions. This is, however, not true in the Luttinger model
due to the linear relativistic dispersion relation, and as a
consequence, the physical properties in the two models,
at least at small times, differ in several aspects [37]. We
are choosing units so that v = 1, where vy is the Fermi
velocity.

The Hamiltonian can be rewritten as

H=Hy+V =) ki@ a, +a,a%,)
k>0

+ - - 4
+ (@l a2 5 +ay,a;,)]

20—
+ = 2 0D (pIpa(=p) + pi(=p)pa(p)]

p>0

+ 250N, %)

L
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where, if p > 0,

— + =
Pw(P) - Z aker,wak,w’
k

+ - -+
Ny, = 2 :(ak,wak,m — a2 A1 )
k>0

The regularization implicit in the above expressions is that
Po(p) must be thought of as lima_eo ), xa(K)xa(k +
p)a,:;p,wa,:w, where y (k) is 1 for |k| < A and O otherwise.
The Hamiltonian H and p,(p) can be regarded as operators
acting on the Hilbert space H constructed as follows: let H)
be the abstract linear span of the vectors obtained by applying
finitely many creation or annihilation operators to

10) = [ e 1at, sl vac). 3)
k<0

We get an abstract linear space to which we introduce the
scalar product between two vectors by considering them to be
Fock space vectors; then H is the completion of Hj in the
scalar product just introduced.

We define
o+ iHot ., &+ —iHot
wx = el ! ww,xe L
1 .
— \/_ Za;ikeil(kx_swkt)_()ﬂkla (4)
L
where ¢, = 4,6, = —, so that

Qm)”!

Oyl = o e Ty =i =9y 7 07

&)

The basic property of the Luttinger model is the validity of
the following anomalous commutation relations, first proved
in [38] (p = 0):

[p1(=p).p1(P)] = [p2(p). po(—p")] = %%ph (6)
Moreover, one can verify that, if p > 0,
p2(p)I0) =0,  p1(=p)|0) =0. (N
Other important commutation relations are as follows:
[Ho,p1(£p)] = £p1(£p), [Ho,p2(£p)] = Fp2(£p),
Lo Wy ] = €™ ®)

It is convenient (see [38]) to introduce an operator

T =23 oloi(p)p1(—p) + p2(—p)p2(p)] and write H =
(Hy—T)+ (V+T)= H, + H,. Note that H; commutes
with p, and H, can be written in diagonal form with the
following transformation:

. 4 ~ 2
eSHye S = H, = Tn szsech2¢,,
x [p1(p)o1(—p) + p2(—=p)o2(p)] + Eo,  (9)

so that

elSelHte—lS — el(Ho-FD)l’ (10)
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where

Ad(p)
2

2
= T Z‘pl’pilpl(P)Pz(—p), tanh¢, = —
p#0

Defining D =T + H>, we can write
21
D=3 oplo(poi(=p) + pa(=p)pap)] + Eo. (1)
p

where 0, = sech2¢(p) — 1 and [Hy,D] = 0.
The ground state of H is

IGS) = €'%]0), (12)

while |0) is the ground state of Hy.
The relation between the creation or annihilation fermionic
operators and the quasiparticle operators is

Yy = PP Y + e TP, (13)

and we set ¢?"* | = ¥, and e~ PN, | = . », where
pr is the Fermi momentum. In momentum space this simply
means that the momentum % is measured from the Fermi
points; thatis, ¢k, = Cite, pr.w» Eo = T Finally, we recall that
the X X Z spin-chain model can be mapped in an interacting
fermionic system; when the interaction in the third direction
of the spin is missing (XX chain), the mapping is over
a noninteracting fermionic system with Fermi momentum
cos pr = h. Therefore, |0) corresponds to the ground state of
the X X chain with magnetization m such that py = n(% —m).

In the NLLM the average of the two-point function over the
ground state (see [38]), in the L — oo limit (see Appendix B),
is

(GSI¥g x¥,.0/GS)

1 1

oo
1
= ———¢€ dp—{2si h2 CO — D}
T P XP/O pp{ inh” ¢, (cos px — 1)}

14
Asymptotically, for large distances
(GS|Y.} W, oIGS) ~ O(x|~'™™),
n = sinh® ¢, (15)

implying that the average of the occupation number over the
interacting ground state is ny .y, p, ~ a + o(k'™.

We now consider a quantum quench in which the interaction
is switched on at + = 0. An intersting object is the non
interacting ground state evolved the interacting Hamiltonian

(91,
(O Vo 100 = Ole™ Myt w, e10). (16)
One finds (see Appendix D), in the limit L — oo,

(0¥ Vel O)

1 1 /“’ y(p)
- | apTE
27 ignx + 0T 0 p

x{(cos px — D[1 —cos2p(c, + D)t]}, (17)
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where y(p) = 4 sinh? op cosh® ¢p,. Keeping x fixed (see
Appendix A),

ll_if{.lo<0r|1/f;x1/f;,o|0t)

1 1

[e9]
1
= dp— -1} (18
In ity 1O eprO pp{y(p)(cos px =1} (18)

The two-point function over |0,) reaches, for ¢t — o0, a limit
that is similar but different with respect to the average over the
ground state (14); thermalization does not occur, and memory
of the initial state persists. The difference between the limit of
the quench and the ground-state average is that the prefactor
in the integrand (related to the critical exponent) is in one case
y(p) = 4sinh? o cosh? ¢, and in the other 2 sinh? @p.

The value of (O;| w;: ¥, ,10;) inthe LLM can be obtained
from (18) by replacing y(p),o, with y(0),00. After doing
that, the integral in the exponent of (14) becomes ultraviolet
divergent, and it requires a regularization; we find (see [9])

r©

1 1 1 x2 =22
, (19)

27 igyx |x|7O v21?

where v = 1 4 gp. Comparing (17) with (19), we see that the
expressions in the LLM and the NLLM are rather different
at short times; in the LLM there is a divergence at t = 0 due
to the ad hoc regularization which is, of course, absent in
the NLLM. The expressions qualitatively agree if the limit
t — oo is performed first but only if we consider the large-
distance behavior; in contrast, for small distances the behavior
is radically different. In the NLLM one sees that the interaction
has no effect at small distances [the integral in (18) is equal
to zero as x = 0]; this is what one expects in a solid-state
model, as there are no high-energy processes altering the short-
distance (or high-momentum) behavior. In contrast, from (19)
we see that the interaction has a strong effect even for small x,
as a singularity O(x~!77) is present, which is a consequence
of the absence of an intrinsic cutoff in such a model.

III. QUANTUM QUENCH FOR THE
SINGLE-PARTICLE STATE

Let us consider now an inhomogeneous state obtained by
adding a particle to the noninteracting ground state with Fermi
momentum pr; the case in which the particle is added to
the vacuum is obtained by setting pr = 0. The state is the
evolution of ¥|0), which using (13) can be written as

[.0) = 1Pyt + e PPy )0), (20)
and we consider the average of the number operator n(z),
(L ln@DI L), (21
where n(z) is the regularized version of the particle number
¢, namely,
I’l(Z) = Z(Ji—zﬂ)s&;,z + J{zhos&l_,z
p==
+ J;.rz-&-psaiz + JlJtz-&—szliz)' (22)

One needs to introduce a point splitting (the sum over p = %)
that plays the same role as Wick ordering, and at the end
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the limit ¢ — O is taken. Note that using the correspondence
with the XXZ spin modes, the state |[, ;) corresponds to
adding an excitation to the ground state of the XX chain
with total magnetization m = 1/2 — pg/m. It turns out that
(L, ;In(2)|1, ;) is the sum of several terms,

<O|ij'ljxethlZl-l’—z-’—szfz—,ze—iHlJ;’-x |O>
+ (O| JixeiHl$2Z+pgl;[Ze_th ~14.>X |0>
+ (0| Jl—’xethlzz-ﬁszrpgaz—’zefth Nl-t-x |0>
(01 Yy e L 10)
(01 e e T 10)
(01 Yy e e T 10). (23)

In the noninteracting case A = 0, the first term can be written
as

O Vi s pe (0001505, 10), (24)

so that in the limit & — 0 this term is equal to
e2Pr=M(4xr )~ (x — z)®> — 17", a similar result is found
for the second term. The third and fourth terms are vanishing
L 0 cimi : 2—Ir(y
asy. 095 = 0; similarly, the last two terms give (47 °)~ " [(x
7) & t]72. Therefore, in the absence of interaction, one gets

Ller;o ({os|n(2)| o)

1 cos2pp(x —y)
S 2t (x—2P? 12

1 1 1

+4712 |:[(x —2)—1]? + [(x —z)+t]2} - )
The average of the density is the sum of two terms, an
oscillating part and a nonoscillating part (when the particle
is added to the vacuum, there are no oscillations, pr = 0).
At t = 0 the density is peaked at z = x, where the average
is singular. As the time increases, the particle peaks move
in the left and right directions with constant velocity vp = 1
(ballistic motion); that is, the average of the density is singular
at z = x £ ¢ and a light-cone dynamics is found.

The interaction addresses in a quite nontrivial way the above
dynamics. We get in the L — oo limit (see Appendix C)

L]er;o(lky,ln(z)|1)\,t)

N
A (k-1 (-2 1P

1 e?® ;
[eZIpp(x—Z)eQa(X-ZJ)
dz? (x —2)* — 12
+e—2ipp(x—z)eQb(x,z,z)]’ (26)

where

© 4
Z(t):/ fy(p)[cosZp(ap—f-l)t—l] 27
0

PHYSICAL REVIEW B 91, 085123 (2015)

P —1

4
and y (p) = <5~

00 epr
0, = / dp
0 p

+ (eip(x—z)—ip(ﬂ,,-t-l)t

; OTEOVeT,

+

[(eip(xfz)Jrip(oerl)t _ eip(xsz*ipl)

_ eip(x—z)—ipt )]

and

4

00 e—pO ) ) ) .
0, = / dp E [(e—lP(X—z)-‘rtp(a,,-H)t _ e—tp(X—z)-HPf)
0

+ (e—ip(x—z)—ip(ap+l)t _ e—ip(x—z)—ipt)].

By looking at (26) we see first that the interaction does not
modify the nonoscillating part. Regarding the oscillating part,
it produces two main effects. First of all, the velocity of the
peaks of is no longer constant but varies between a maximal
and a minimal value. This is an effect which is absent in the
LLM; indeed, if we replace o, with oy, we have

1
e
(x =2 —12

1

0. _
(x —2)* = (1 4+ 00)*t*’

(28)

so that one gets the same expression as in the free case with
arenormalized velocity (a similar expression is valid for Q).
The presence of nonconstant velocity is in agreement with the
result of numerical simulations in the X X Z chain [13,23,29].

The interaction also has another nontrivial effect; it in-
troduces a dynamical Landau quasiparticle weight in the
oscillating part that asymptotically vanishes with time. Indeed,
for large ¢

exp Z(t) = 07", (29)

while Z(0) = 1. This vanishing weight can be physically
interpreted as a consequence of the fact that fermions are not
excitations of the interacting Hamiltonian. Finally, note that
the quasiparticle weight is 1 at # = 0 and decreases at large 7.

IV. CONCLUSIONS

We have computed by exact analytical methods the time
evolution of an inhomogeneous state with a localized fermion
added to the noninteracting ground state in the nonlocal
Luttinger model. The interaction does not produce a simple
renormalization of the parameters of the noninteracting evo-
lution; on the contrary, it generates nonconstant velocities,
and a dynamical Landau quasiparticle weight appears in the
oscillating part of the averaged density that asymptotically
vanishes with time. We believe that similar phenomena would
also be present in the evolution of more complex initial states
such as a domain-wall profile, and we plan to extend our
methods to such a case.
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APPENDIX A

In order to prove (18) we setz = p(1 + o), and we note that
0,z(p) = H,, is bounded and different from zero; moreover,
z is an increasing function of p such that p/z tends to a
constant for p — 0 and p — oo. Integrating by parts and
using % ~ x2, (18) follows.

In order to evaluate the large distance behavior of Z(t) we
use y(p)= ”2(5), and we write f y(p)[cos 2w(p)pt — 1] as
fol + 1°°, where the second 1ntegral is bounded by a constant.
In the first term we can write y(p) = y(0)e P 4 r(p), with
r(p) = o(p), and the integral containing r(p) is again bounded
by a constant. Note that

-1

. Al
2 B aw0)r2 (AD

Moreover, we can write w(p) = 1+ 0, = w(0) + f(p), with
f(p)= O(p) and

1 —K
/ dpe p(COS(2w(p)pt)—COS(Zw(O)pt))
0 p

1 —K
= fo dpepp (cos2ax(0) pr)(cos f(p)pt — 1)

1 —K
+ / dpepp Sin2w(0) pr) sin( f(p)pt).  (A2)
0

Integrating by parts we find that both integrals are bounded by
a constant.

APPENDIX B
In order to derive (14) we write (GS|wffx1//[y|GS) as

(0|ei5¢1fxe*" 'Sw 7!5'0) (Bl)
and
eiaSwl—’xe_ifs = Wl,le,x%_,x’ (B2)

with c(¢) = coshe¢p — 1, s(¢p) = sinhegp,

27— e 0P , »
Wii=expi=") ——loi(=pe™—pi(p)e " le(@)y,
p>0
& 27 e—0+p ipx —ipx
Ri =expi—"72 [o2(—p)e™™* —pa(p)e P 1s()¢ .
p>0

so that (B1) becomes
Oy, W Ry LRy Wiy ¥y [0). (B3)

By using the commutation relations (6) and e?e® =
eBelel Bl o carry pi(p) [p2(p)] to the left (right) and p;(— p)

[02(— p)] to the right (left) and using (7), we get (14).
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APPENDIX C

We consider one term in (23) (the others are studied in a
similar way),

— iHt 4+ g — —iHt  +
Ol ™Yy ey 10), (C1)
which can be rewritten as
<O|w;xe—iSeiSeiHte—iSeiSI/flntze—iSeiSe—the—iS
X eiSel'HIe*iSeiSwz—zefiSeiSefthe*iseis,(p;-x|O). (C2)

We use the relation

t(Ho+D)t iS + 7i(Ho+D)t _
W 1»01xtvlet lxt’

where el(HoJrD)fw“‘ —i(Ho+D)t _ w?—x and,
cosh¢ — 1, s(¢p) = sinh ¢, '

setting c¢(¢p) =

2 1 ‘
Wi =expy—— > —lpi(=p.0)e”

p>0

— pi(p,He” P e(¢) ¢

2 1 .
Rivi=expy——F > —lpa(—p.)e
p>0 p

— pa(p,t)e P s(g) ¢

where pi(£p,1) = =7V py(£p), pa(Ep.1) = TPt
p2(Z£p); moreover,

Te Te 1€
wLx = ZbWLxBl,ﬁxBl,fx = ZaBl,+,xBl,<X‘p1,xv

where

27
B = expe—— Ze_(ﬁ”

(C3)

p>0
x [pl(p)(e—ipx+ip((7p+l)l _ e—ipx-ﬁ-ipz)]’
2
Bi _, =exp —e Z e0'r
p>0
X [pi(=p)(e PPt — (P,

and w+ _ elHOtI/f+ e—iHoz, Za = €Xp 2T7r Zp %(eipa,,t _ ])’
— 1c,—
and ip = exp T Zp » (e ll7<7p 1)
We write
e SYt Wi R

—iS. 7+ lS —
1,x,t lxt =e Ipl,xt W th’

(C4

where W, R, are equal to W,,,R,, in (C3) with p(p)
replaced by
e P pi(Ep)e’® = pi(Ep) cosh(p) — pa(£p) sinh @,

e S pa(p)e’® = pa(£p) cosh ¢(p) — pi(£p)sinhp. (C5)
Note that Wl,y,ORLy,O = W[;Rl,y’o, SO that
(e e )Wy oRiy0 =Y,

It remains to evaluate e =S¢, ;e'S
can be written as

+
Bl+xt

; we use (C3) so that it

B _ . (e ), (C6)
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where Bf | .Bj _  areequalto Bj _  ,.Bf_ . withp(p)

replaced by (C5). Moreover,
—iS 2+ iS 2 -1

(e Y e™) = ¥ Wioxa R g, (e0))
and Wy o x;, Ri,0,x, areequal to Wy . ;, Ry x;, witho, = 0.In
conclusion, (C2) can be rewritten as

R+ n+ 2+ -1
<0|I/fl,x (B],_;,_yz,,B],_,z,ﬂ/fz,,,] Wl,O,Z,tR]’Q,z’t)
X W71 R71 WZ,z,tRZ,z,z

1,z,t " 1, z,t

—1 - B B— +
X (WZ,O,Z,IRz’oﬁz’twz,t,ZBZ,Jr,Z,tBZ,f,z,t¢2,x) 10).
By using

2 1 2 1
T2, 5 Foo(Ep) ) — -T2, 5 Fro(Ep)
eL ~rp I/Iw,x,z e L &ryp

_ _ 2 L po®tipx—ipt)
= 1//' e L P p
w,x,t ’

2wy 1 _amy 1
el 2ry pr(imwl’)(’t e~ T 2p pTPu(ED)

1 petipx—ipt)
PP

gt =
= VYox.1€ ) (C8)

where F is an arbitrary regular function, and the Backer-
Hausdorff formula to carry p;(p) [p2(p)] to the left (right)
and p1(—p) [p2(=p)], we finally get (26).
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APPENDIX D
We can write (16) as
<0|efis{eiS6the—iS[eiSwl-&:xefis]eisethefiS}eiS
% {e—iS{eiSethe—iS[eiswfye—iS]eiSe—ine—iS}eiS|O>’
which is equal to
(0]eS ¢ (Ho+D)t [eiSw:xe—is]e—i(Ho+D)teiS
 ¢~iS pi(Ho+D)i [eiSw[ye—iS]e—i(H0+D)seiS|0>

and by (C3)

Ole ™ P12 Wit RiL €5 SWyy Ry W1 2€™]0),
from which we finally obtain

OHe e Wil Ry}
X AWy Ry (e P1.x.0™)]0).

As in the previous case, we now use the commutation relations
(6) and the relation e4e? = eBeteldBl to carry pi(p) [02(p)]
to the left (right) and p;(—p) [p2(—p)] to the right (left), and
using (7), we get (14). The final expression coincides with the
one found in [20] with a different method, namely, using a
bosonization identity expressing the fermionic field in terms
of bosons and Majorana operators.
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