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n behalf of SITO (Società Italiana Trapianti di Or-
gano), Italian Transplantation Society, I am proud, as

resident, to welcome all of you in Milan to the 33rd
ongress of the Italian Transplantation Society (SITO). It

s a great honor for me to have been appointed as organizer
f this Congress, also because this meeting coincides with
ur “first 40-year-experience” in the field of kidney trans-
lantation. Turning back the clock, it was May 22nd, 1969,
hen Professor Edmondo Malan, to whose memory we pay
tribute today, Professor Antonio Vegeto and myself

erformed the first kidney transplantation in Lombardia, at
oliclinico University Hospital Foundation, IRCCS, Pa-
iglione Zonda. Since then, 2872 kidney transplants have
een performed in our center, which became the largest
ne in Italy for adults (2510 cases) and children transplan-
ation (362 cases), with organs from deceased (2514) or
iving donors (358). Our center has become a reference
oint for most transplant surgeons in Italy: we have always
aken care of high risk recipients and successfully used
on-optimal kidneys, which would otherwise be discarded.
When working on this Congress organization, we were

ortunate to enjoy the invaluable guidance of our President,
rof. Antonio Famulari, and of all councillors of SITO. The
election of 353 abstracts included 47 plenary lectures in the
ymposia and 258 oral communications dealing with a wide
ariety of topics in organ donation and transplantations.
oreover, 58 papers were assigned to poster workshops.

his year, among the various topics dealt with the Board of
he Society has chosen to underline the importance of
alignancies in recipient follow-up, the best use of non-

ptimal donors as organ sources and the exciting new
mmunosuppressive drugs.

Let me give many thanks to my friends Professor Giorgio
ossi, Luigi Santambrogio, Luciano De Carlis and Cosimo
ansalone for their continued support and advice. We have
lanned a brilliant inauguration session with the participa-

ion of many eminent people belonging to the world of
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ransplant and politics. Among these, special thanks go to
r. Giampaolo Landi di Chiavenna, Health Assessor and to

he President of Municipality Council, Dr. Manfredi Palm-
ri, who contributed to sustain the expenses for the Con-
ress Proceedings. The opening ceremony will be closed
ith an interesting lecture on ethical problems of transplan-

ations by Prof. Amedeo Santosuosso, distinguished jurist
nd President of European Network for Life Sciences,
ealth and the Courts.
During the three days of the Congress, more than 600

pecialists filled the 6 convention halls of the Marriott
ongress Hotel. The first day of the Congress, a session was
edicated to a Training Course for Transplant Centers
urses, had attendees who came from all over Italy.
On a lighter note, a special Gala Dinner has been

rranged at the enchanting and suggestive Abbazia of
hiaravalle to relax a while and enjoy ourselves.
Before closing, I would like to express my most sincere

hanks to all the Companies who have participated in the
ongress. Furthermore, the SITO Board also granted the

wo best scientific contributions submitted by authors
ounger than 35 years old.

The nice Christmas atmosphere in the beautiful city of
ilan was a wonderful setting for the 33rd Congress of the

talian Transplantation Society. The organization commit-
ee and I are proud of the scientific success.

Many new challenges await us: tissue regeneration and
epair, stem cell transplantation, and frontiers for organ
olerance. Maybe, in the days to come, transplants, as of
oday, will become a part of medical history, but we still
hall be so proud for having lived, studied and worked at the
eginning of the transplant adventure.

Prof. Luisa Berardinelli
President of the XXXIII Congress of the Italian Organ

Transplantation Society (SITO)

Milan, Italy
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