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#lu$mr:

This str*dy airms to evaf;s*ate the pctentìaX
of usirrrg ultrasound exarclinatiom for t§re
eanfiy diagmcsis of pathotogieal ahamges of
the tenrporcmandihu§ar join*t {TfWi} in
patients with "le,rvenlle §diopathie arthritis
{,fiA}.
"f IA, corÌ'ìprise$ a ffirCIup of diseases
e8'raraeterised hV j*irrt inflarnmation th*t
eppears hefmre the age of 16 years and
persists for six consecutiwe weel«s"
.§tr,A eam ùnvotrve seven*§joints ineludiing the
t*rnpancmandihulan joint.
§everan stud$es on pathslsgÈeatr changes of
the T&dJ im patients w*th .!fiA have heen
carrÈed ourt using t*ltraseurnd teehn[qales.

SdTaterfia$s ar*d rnetheds:
SS patients wltf"l .${A were inc[uded; Ltr
rmanes and 55 fem*§es aged hetrmeen 4 and
?3 years v*ith a rneaft of L2.& years amd a
nnedian qf 13.3"
The disease efiunse sinree the diagnosis of
.I§A is hetureen 18 months amd 20 years
with a sneam of 7"9 and * rnedian cf 6.5
y*ers. Aften an extnaonato intraera$ and
fr*mctior-lafi q§ir**cal exarni*ation of the T[VI.]"
a$t patlents underqvqnt utrtrasot"lnd
exanmination urslng & standardised
technrique, with ttne patient supine; 2-3
*h[[que and axlan s{*fts were perfonmied
f*n each af the Ttr\d.[s, taking tfue artiaulan
h*nre uf the head and the rnandihu.tfian
c*ndyBe as a ref*renee po$rrt.
At! patients were exanmlned with the sard]e
untrasound instntirnent.
The uttrasouund searns were p*nf*nnmed hy a
si*glìe openator, a dqetCIr with a
speeiatris*tiom in Radielsgy in thg
&adiolegy Un[t"

Resurn& and Conc[r,.rs$ons;
Tt're resu*ts ohta[ned were highly
!ndicative"
11" out of 7fi instnumentan tests were
negative fon pathol*gicaI chamges, Al
showed hinatenal eh*r'lges, 3t shovued
unilatenal ahanges and 7 shswed
ahncnrnatities not d*e te eondy[ar
strueture"
A hatanee wa* observed betr,veen rÈght
and fieft comdtplar Bnoff[e ehamges of
36{5L96} amd 37{53%} nespectively.
Ananys$ng the data ohtafrned- it can he
assented that uttnasotarnd can be
censidened an advantagaous. nq,n-invasfwe
nìeams of su.tpp,ortifi& the diagn*sis fur
changes ln eomdy$ar struetElre irr pat§ents
with.)tA"
Fur:thenrnmre, tfi-ris exar"nination is am easi0y
ava[trah{e test, without fu[c§ogica§ costs,
nc,n*imvasitre and we§* accepted hy youmg
patients and thetr farni§ies.
Ultrasqu*md ts *r'! effeetirre meams ts
§Llppert ear$rp dlagnarsis of Tfir'I.! dÈsorders
and to rnonitor TIMJ qhanrges im your[&
patiemts wieh .nlA and thenefore we eau§d
he the first doctcrs to refer thern tc the
refenring sp,ec{atìst.

Frgl: lntercondytilr distàrue
hetween opÈnrr'lg **d elosing


