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The microphysics of resistance: building another globalisation in daily life 

The following reflections are based on the joined analysis of the results of two national researches realised recently in Italy: the first one, concluded in 2005, concerns the alterglobal mobilization in Italy; the second research, concluded in 2006, based on 150 in-depth interviews and a survey of 1500 cases, develops an analysis of critical consumption
. Both researches had the purpose to explore the way in which people realize in daily life forms of resistance and innovation that contribute to build new spaces of meaning for their action.

From this vast empirical material it has seemed to me particularly interesting to present here the analysis of the “social criticism” that we can find in the individual motivations of people actively involved in alternative life styles, critical consumption and mobilization for a new vision of globalisation processes. My analysis is focused on the discourse, the representations and the meaning of “criticality” and “resistance” attributed by the social actors to some behaviours considered by themselves as “socially virtuous”. 

The testimonies that concern this social representations and meaning attributions have been picked up mainly among interviews with volunteers, activists and consumers of both sexes, not necessarily belonging to a structured organization, but however involved in informal and local groups of critical consumption, defence of the environment, volunteerism. 

The purpose was to individualize a group in person socially active, in search of alternative forms of consumption and life styles, interested to realise “other forms of living globalisation” in their daily life. 

What does intend this persons when they say that him/her/it they relative daily selected to the they life styles wants be  criticisms ? What does intend when they affirm that him/her/it they select want be a testimony of resistance against certain drifts of the holism?

This questions require a reflection is on the notion of criticizes social, is on the practices and the formality with which such criticism is able she/he/it/you be express.

What is intended “social criticism”

First of all when we speak about critics we usually intend the ability to express a dissent, an evaluation, a judgment, eventually blame or disapproval. In this ability of negation and distance taking we can find the origin of the individual autonomy and reflexivity (Giddens, 1990 ), as well as the ability to propose innovations. Hence is also in the critical ability that we can measure the freedom degree of the social actor from the conditioning form domination. 

The critical ability is tie to the possibility to make visible the power and to make it better identifiable, in the its concrete forms focused time to time in the institutions or in the personal relationships.

The criticism, understood as reflexive ability to take distance and search of alternative of action,  can be considered in this case as something different in comparison with the political confrontation or to the pressure to enter to be part of a political system; in fact the criticism is expressed first of all from everyday life of the individuals, and only occasionally it may arrive to expressions of collective mobilization more or less visible, such as demonstrations. 

In this sense the alterglobal movement has been successful in converging different circles of critics, first introduced in separate mobilization forms, coming to constitute an heterogeneous composition of references, connected by a complex system of communicative networks. 

This convergence of the circles of criticizes however seems to find its concreteness not much in the production of an ideology or in the opposition to a specific adversary, rather in the choices that individuals carry out in the they daily life and that can be more easily observed in the consumption practice, eventually accompany and specify by tendency to form associations or occasional forms of collective mobilization. For this reason the resistance and the criticism expressed in the daily choices are different from general protest action, as well as from behaviours linked to imitation and fashion.

If we speak about critical consumerism as a form of fashion we means that the choice of fair trade products is only occasional and, above all, that we do not give to this choice a true innovative value, privileging instead its aesthetical or eccentric character. 

The expression of the criticism is verify only in the moment in which social actor builds, justifies and puts into practice a behaviour to which he attributes the meaning of a form of criticizes and resistance ( Touraine, 1984; Melucci, 1996 ).

The expression of a critical attitude preserve yet a certain opacity degree and an overlapping with other motivations and meanings, that prevent the exactly individuation of the critical component of the action respects to others.

Investigating on the life habits and consumption styles of the interviewees, for example, we can discovered always various contradiction forms (for example there are people who boycott some products but, to save up, they can buy shoes or suits made in situations of probable exploitation; there are people who declare themselves ecologist and consumers of biological foods, but that are unable to renounce to the car to go at work); this contradictions show as the criticism is usually partial, placed and potentially discontinuous. 

In fact, an “absolute” critical behaviour should be based on a totalitarian style of life, where the freedom of choice would be annulled by the rigidity of the rules that the individual impose to himself, or by his participation to some authoritarian and moralistic groups. 

The critical action appears then on the one hand tying to the freedom of choice and action of the individual, accompanied by incoherence or contradictions, while on the other hand appears tied by the partiality of the information of which the individual disposes, that are nearly always incomplete, contradictory if not clearly wrong. Any choice that wants be critical and dictated by ethical values happens in a context characterized by informative resources potentially increasing, but even by constraints that prevent a total coherence of action, hence there is not a total transparency of the critical action and of his effects. 

The interviewees of both the researches appear, at least in part, conscious of this limits and therefore they underline that the meaning of criticizes, contained in their daily actions of consumption, assumes first of all a subjective sense: in short the criticism is managed in the moment in which the individual feels a form of domination and he decide to react to it, attributing to his behaviour a more or less explicit meaning of resistance or of innovation.

We know that individuals are only partially conscious of the domination and acquiescence practices to which they are submit, while in some cases, they are conscious but they may be in the condition of cannot react, especially when the domination appears to be the permanent or contingent result of economic inequalities and cultural or structural positions more or less stable in determinate contexts. 

In this sense she/he/it/you results impossible for the confrontation movement or of innovation gather all the the dominations in fit and consequently she/he/it/you is not it may at all say that everywhere are domination are even a some resistance form and of criticizes. To nowadays appear always more inadequate the time interpretations to individualize  central conflicts  in correspondence of the forms more evident than domination and of the correlative forms of resistance. The Moltiplicarsi and the Affinarsi of the forms of control have in fact diminished the importance of this central forms of conflict that they have instead characterized the history of the industrial society. 

to the contrary are started of the attempt of daily resistance when the subject attributes to determinate his behaviours ( for other often incoherent and incomplete ) the sense of a resistance in the submission form comparison always more fluid and parcel out. If determinate domination of types stretch to be always more visible or perceived as such, the person that identifies them she/he/it/you is inclined in put into the field strategy   even purely symbolic   of resistance as much punctual and specific. The result that counts then she/he/it/you is not much the concrete effect of the resistance to the ends of a radical and definitive change, when the demonstration of she/he/it/you has intercepted the domination trying to show to the other and to if same as hold you/it under control.

The resistance of which is does interpreter the [alterglobal] movement, as result of plural resistances that departs  from the bass , she/he/it/you has to be analysed to the light of this changes, where the critical meaning of the share comes built in the contingency, without connect to a more vast political historical sketch. This tendency appear then strengthened from that part of the movement, particularly important in Italy, that is characterizes for the preference to express in finish ethics and individual the evaluation on the domination form and of injustice that denounces, avoiding then to give a clearly political interpretation to the collective share mass in action. 

This emphasis on the activity of criticizes like first of all individual action that she/he/it/you has to be carried out in the life of all the days is then connected to the greater realism and to the pragmatism with which much interviewed explain you/it they proximity to objectify him/her/it and to the general values of the movement: the mobilization is always considered bearer liberation appeal and of social change, but to the same time appear well foresees the awareness of the impossibility of a radical social transformation. Not trade more to wait a future freedom, but to discount back projects of possible freedom in the here and she/he/it/you praies, across operate allot and contemplate. The movement is not conceived then as an against-society, but as the mass in share practice and of hit squarely daily social relationships on plan alternative but partial. Utopia is not more the destination in the background, but an objectify to build day by day across nature choices characteristic [microfisica] I owe you a lot of money daily and then center on the consumptions, on the relational models, on the [democratizzazione] of the decisions, on the transparency and the circulation of the informations. 

The practices of the Critica:il case of the critical consumption

Among the various practices of criticizes bring before from the movement the dimension of the consumption appear be that more diffused and more visible.

We know well that the consumption is a privileged place for the exercise of the conditioning and of the domination, is a circle when is it may more easily practise the choice of autonomous ability of the individual and its/his/her share initiative of resistance, in particular across the conditioning of the production; in this sense the consumption is able become even instrument of the change and of the criticism, inserting in that tendency to the individualization of the already established share from the cultural movement of the years 70 and 80.

The consumption as wander when the individual is able negotiate with a freedom she/he/it/you has stated well underlined already some decades do from Certeau ( 1990 ) speaking of tactics and of astutenesses of the consumers. The resistances in fact I am important even to level makes subjective: [saper] read a label, choose base on the ingredients, choose a shop rather than an other, not changes perhaps the nature of the relationships of strength, but this tactical little I am important in level personnel, to don't feel squashed from an impose model and warn the individual initiative border presence.

She/he/it/you has said that the critical dimension of the share comes express first of all from the subject, that from to its/his/her share this interpretation type, interpretation that to his time is able she/he/it/you be recognized even from the express environment, kind if the component of criticality comes vindicated expressly and collectively.

Have already seen however that, kind in the case of the consumptions, the critical component it may is placed one upon another to other motivations and interpretations, that of aesthetical type or that relative clauses to the comfort and to the care of [sé]. During the search is so tried to discover in the definitions and in the representations of the single actor as such interpretations come weave and that place occupies the interpretation in terms of critical share respect to other meanings. 

You I am model of share, what the boycotting, that express a more evident criticality: I avoid to buy a determinate well, even if likes me, because she/he/it/you is produced from a mark that I intend contest. The voluntariness of the renouncement ( of a good that, to the of there of the brand, she/he/it/you is appreciated ) represents already a form of criticizes. in the same way appear clear that she/he/it/you doesn't constitute instead criticizes and boycotting the evitare to buy goods that is not they have bought however because not of really taste. Give that the boycotting represents a behaviour of negation   abstain from an acquisition   she/he/it/you appears more directly tie to the negation share and of distance taking one's own to the criticism.

to the contrary results more difficulty measure the degree of criticizes inherent in a behaviour of acquisition: what does she/he/it/you has pushed that person to choose an equitable and united product? Which meanings come attributed to such acquisition? Till that dot the person wants lead in jump the critical aspect respect to other factors?

The expression of the criticality in the circle of the meanings is able surely assume a rhetorical aspect and perhaps disproportionate before to the interviewer, that is there one's own to investigate this area of meaning. She/he/it/you abdicates you/it and you/it select criticism is able besides she/he/it/you be occasional, but excited [venir] in key not answerable to the real behaviour, to can offer to the interviewer a self image as  critical consumer .

From this point of view she/he/it/you need takes care to the epistemological aspect of the interpretation. That of the component criticism is in fact is an attributed meaning from the researcher to the consumption behaviour predetermined-choose a product of the equitable commerce, open an ethical bank account, boycott a brand. – is a meaning that comes attributed from the individual to his daily behaviours. 

Even in this context she/he/it/you appear more interesting maintain the hermeneutic rule of the interpretation of interpretations. The researcher doesn't have to attribute an a priori critical value, without first she/he/it/you has feel the interpretation and the discourse of the consumer, which often she/he/it/you doesn't be able to argue if not summarily the criticality of its/his/her choice.

In any case the critical aspect of a share assumes a more only clear definition in the moment when the meaning of criticality comes socially shared or becomes part of a collective action.

The persons that are paid style protagonists of stamped life to the criticism, they are able act in fact of the all singularly, recalling to an ethics to general character ( respect for the environment, avoid the wastes, avoid to buy gotten products with the exploitation of reduce) or they are able act to level group improvisation entering to be part of croups ( for example the croup of united acquisition ) and copartnerships, usually with basic place but tie in net with other similar croups in key from can create spaces of alternative economy. This two actor types then ( the solitary and the associates ) are able find side to side in mobilization occasion to theme of greater visibility, what the organize demonstrations on the themes of the peace and of the characteristic holism of the Alterglobal movement. 

In the circle of the two searches to which here report me we have verified that the persons that practise life styles and of critical consumption is recognized primarily in that area of the Italian movement, heterogeneous and from the vanished borders, [formatasi] primarily in the world of the tendency to form associations, that is recognized in some values and share logics that is been able reassume in the reference to you/it from Certeau ( 1990 ) of a culture of the behaviour, which is connects to his time to forms of definable share as a micro-physic of the resistance. In comparison with the other areas of the Italian movement, and in key to that of inspiration more directly Marxian, this area characterizes is for a specific interest toward the reticular approach of the relationships among croups, is for the greater post emphasis on the practical shares to be realized  from the bass , from a different culture of the consumption and of the action daily based, in key more or less direct, to the princes of the nonviolence.

From the interviews is deduced that the busy persons in this loose forms of mobilization have an approach to the criticism of moral type that, to she/he/it/you be effective, she/he/it/you has to can be integrated in a contact net, of copartnerships and of croups that are first of all visible testimony of an other style of life. The persons play their action come a resistance form, effected across a practical share from the bass, where she/he/it/you is underlines the  how to is done the things, rather than the ideology: how to does and not as she/he/it/you is has to do .

the components of the net think that with their behaviour  they do politics in the facts , or they are hocked concretely in operate that they have political consequences, even if not render explicit it directly with words and meetings. The interviewees stretch so to underline the consonances among their life style personal, based on the essentiality, on the criticism of the consumerism, and the objectify of bring change before from the movement or however pertaining to its/his/her message.

The actual awareness that she/he/it/you is necessary an effective, responsible and personal share to avoid a feared economic planetary and ecological catastrophe is surely in continuity with the cultural and typical economic criticism of the movements of the pass decades (Bauman, 2000; Melucci, 1992 ) when the image of the progress doesn't evoke already more a future compact of convenience, comfort, safety, success, but she/he/it/you incorporated even wait more uncertain, to become dark and anxious times.  

the movements of the last decades have then started to question the  you know experts  what take the decisions in the field of the science, of the economy and he's a leading personality in the cultural, leading them before to him/her/it they responsibility. she/he/it/you is one's own this awareness to be call in live in the first person and in the one's own act daily paper that comes today emphasized from the ethical-nonviolent part of the movement, that proposes a founded systemic transformation first of all on the transformation of the individual practices.

This sector of the movement seems among the more cognizant of the fact that the subjectivity and everyday life have to become the attention of central circle and of worry in the circle of the mobilization, one's own to this intention comes expressly recognized a continuity with the mobilizations of the pass, even if comes mass in the foreground the demand to behaviour of the movement an ideas of cultural [incubatore] and of shares, where the subjective responsibility is priority in comparison with the construction of the political share. 

This emphasis on the practical share represents a breakup respect not only to the ideology of the pass, but even in comparison with an excessive intellectualization of the debate that she/he/it/you has been of interest part of the preceding cultural movements. The individual share, of resistance and of tactic across the consumptions   for example choose certified as equitable-united products or echo-compatible, avoiding instead any multinational brands (Micheletti, 2003 )-the daily habits or the symbolic gestures-as expose a flag to the balcony-seem delineate as the methodology of characteristic share of a society that she/he/it/you has bet all on the individual. 

The person that is recognized as part of a mobilization of this type looks for then to conjugate what thinks be its/his/her subjective interest of citizen-to a sustainable development and then to a more sure world first of all for [sè]-to an interest of collective nature and not immediate-that concerns the future and the in person distant comfort and not known (Boltanski, 2000 ). This type of attitude allows to each participant to perceive as actor in the first person, that contributes to the movement with its/his/her personality, its/his/her experience, its/his/her life style and to the same time to feel part of a community of  similar  what are fighting as he for the same objectifies and him/her/it same social orientations. 

How to she/he/it/you has seen the ability of has bearing upon the processes of the holism come introduced from the interviewees as a possibility accesible to every individual individualizes and for this the expressiveness and the individual share assumes in the [altermondialismo] a role still more central than that already emersed in the movements of the '80 years, with the that introduce launch continuity elements. The common element to all the movement is represented one's own from the subjective implication ( Touraine, 1992 ) that is translated in forms of daily share, forms of artistic expressiveness, of communicative innovation and of creativeness of the languages that propose a concept of the share that underlines the ability to transform transforming.

In this sense she/he/it/you comes proposed   in continuity with the logic of some movements of the '80 years, first between all that feminist   a reading of the individual share as turned share not only toward [sé] same but even to the collectivity: the transformation of the really spaces of life daily ( the consumptions, the use of the transpositions, of the banking credit) she/he/it/you corresponds to the will to transform the systemic level ( spelt, 2004 ).

She/he/it/you happens in short a continuous underline of the ability of gets rid of from what are considered relationships of interiorized domination in the life habit and of consumption, an ability that is managed across [micro] of shares-daily resistance and across the alternatives of creative elaboration, that  to free  the subject in the moment same when acts, without wait a turning of collective type or to institutional character. The critical share of the daily action of the individual assumes so a character not much of pressure when of influence in terms of political culture, while managed to the same time, to level [micro], a pressure of economic type.

� The first research was based on 300 qualitative interviews and a survey of 1000 cases. The research has been just published in the book Italia Alterglobal, edited by Antimo Farro, Franco Angeli, Milan, 2006. The second research was directed by Luisa Leonini (University of Milan), a book is forthcoming. 





